
GOLDEN DAYS FOR FENLAND  

6th and final round  
(The Indies – plus one or two others - In East Anglia during the late 60s) 

 

 

20 The Story So Far …. 

We’re concluding our stomp around the Fens during the Golden Years of the late 

sixties and early seventies with a look primarily at Peterborough and its fine wrestling 

heritage. And to tie up the loose ends we’ll throw in a few bills from other halls from 

across East Anglia that deserve a mention in any Golden Years tribute … not to 

mention some hard-working performers whose contribution can also slip sadly past 

the wrestling spotlight as it shines relentlessly on the Daddies and McManuses. 

21 Peterborough Fans Know the Drill 

Peterborough’s grappling days go back around 80 years. In the 40s, Canadian 

Olympic hero Maurice Latchford, a true globetrotter and ambassador for the sport, 

promoted shows at the Drill Hall in London Road. 



The Drill Hall competed with the Palais in 

Wentworth Road for a time in the 60s, and 

shows ping-ponged between the two before 

Dale Martin set up their main HQ in the 

Wirrina, a spanking new stadium in the city 

centre.  

The Palais had been a conversion of a 

garage (right) and established itself as one of 

the foremost music venues of the south. It was 

run by Norman Jacobs who also ran the Wisbech Corn 

Exchange and the Palais hosted concerts with groups like the Moody Blues, the 

Kinks, the Yardbirds and the Who. 

Like so many of the halls in this series if you didn’t 

catch them at the time then you’re too late. The 

Palais is long gone as is the Wirrina.  There are 

plans afoot, apparently, to convert the car park 

which lies where the Wirrina stood into 

University buildings. 

Interesting to note that from the Maurice 

Latchford days at the Drill Hall through to the 

sixties and seventies there was one name that 

cropped up time after time. It was that of Master of 

Ceremonies George Lawson- Peeke, whose dulcet tones 

introduced so many of the Joint Promotions’ TV offerings years later. 

22 Fighting Forties and Beyond … 

We go back first, then, to Maurice 

Latchford (right) who dished up the first big 

bills to hit Peterborough. He went from the 

forties and through to the fifties before 

returning home to Canada where he 

carried on promoting. 

It’s strange to see names like Mick 

McManus and Johnny Kwango gracing bills from the 

forties. But they did. McManus faced Vic Coleman and Kwango 

went in against Sonny Wallis.  

But our concentration is on the sixties, and the Palais starts to come into its own. 

Dale Martin is the delivery company, and it didn’t stint on quality in those mid-60s 

days. The names that graced the posters and flyers were the names that were to 

become the names that would be headliners in the Golden Years history books. 



 

 

By 1968 Thursday nights at the Palais had switched to become Thursday nights at 

the Drill Hall. But not before the indies stuck their oar in. There were not many halls 

that were home to both indies and Dale Martin, but for a short time the Drill Hall did 

become one such hall. 



Adolf Dabrowski 

Here is a report I wrote for the 

Peterborough Evening 

Telegraph on Jack Taylor’s 

International Promotions event 

at the Drill Hall in April 1967. 

He really pulled out the stops 

for this one. He had a local tag 

team in with Adolf Dabrowski 

(below), and for the bill-topper 

he got Shirley Crabtree and 

the Ghoul, a bout which ended 

in mayhem and a double 

disqualification. 

There’s also a plug for his 

following presentation in which 

he had billed one of his 

favourite gimmick matches … 

a male and female vs male 

and female tag match. 

Peterborough’s councillors 

were fine with that (unlike their 

counterparts in Kings Lynn). 

 

 

 

 

23 And your winner is … Dale Martin … 

Eventually the battle for punters proved too much and Jack pulled out of the Drill Hall 

and left it to Dale Martin, who used it as its base in the city for the next couple of 

years. In March 68 the Zebra Kid returned to the Drill Hall to face Mike Marino and 

Bill Robinson was also a bill-topper, as these two Evening Telegraph clips show : 



And the May 68 season finale saw yet another Pallo v 

Kwango match-up! (Special Note - Mike Marino beat and 

unmasked the Zebra Kid at the Drill Hall) 

 

It’s September 68, and Dale Martin is 

now settled into the Wirrina, a much 

bigger venue, and one that proved 

very popular.  

Pallo kicks the season off (now on 

Fridays), followed by Les Kellett 

and yet another appearance by 

Johnny Kwango, a firm 

Peterborough favourite by this 

time. The next clips from the 

Advertiser and Evening Telegraph 

flag up the first tag match to be 

staged at the Wirrina .. the last bill 

of 1968  .. and the first of 1969 … 

starring one Mick McManus. 



 

 

 

The indies couldn’t hope to compete with names like McManus and Pallo, and 

having McManus as the 69 New Year opener was a clear banker. His 1969 

opponent was Vic Faulkner, who’d had fabulous TV exposure over the previous 

months ensuring a sell-out .. and the bout caused quite a publicity stir …. 



 

So, from the “small but still substantial” crowd for the 

indies to “the largest Peterborough wrestling crowd 

for years” for Dale Martin and its star-cum-booker. 

You could say “No Contest” … but only as far as 

Peterborough was concerned!  (Indies still ruled 

other Fen towns). DMP stars continued to come out 

in the city …. with Pallo (r) fast on the heels of 

McManus. On the Pallo bill was the tornado that 

was Bill Torontos. He was to die in the same 

Wirrina dressing rooms in September 81. RIP. 



Ed Wensor (without the Dr Death hood) was still in the area … and unusually went 

down 2-0 to Sean Reagan. This, and the Vines v Wall bout was a pre-cursor to 

Peterborough’s first big championship 

match-up of the season. 

 

 

Judo Al Hayes and Mike Marino were as firm 

favourites in the city as they were across the 

country, and fans knew this would be a rare 

‘scientific’ match – with the added ‘gravitas’ of a 

championship belt. Strange we never got to see 

the belt, though ….it would appear there was one 

for this Mid-Heavyweight Title (see pic). Even the 

choice of referee was a topic for the press! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The title match lived up 

to the hype … but Al 

walked away without the 

belt and prepared to 

cross the Atlantic where 

he sealed his legacy to 

become one of the very 

few UK stars to make it 

in the U.S. (not to 

mention his mysteriously 

unheralded elevation to 

the House of Lords!) 

We’ll skip through the 

next few bills … 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Into 1970 we go with Geoff Portz v 

Steve Veidor as the opener … 



Mike Marino 

After this Veidor opener, the inevitable 

advert proclaiming another “coming” ... 

 

Then Champ Mike Marino was added to 

the bill, and McManus’ opponent was 

named as Alan Sargeant 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We’ll leave the Wirrina with a couple 

more reports and a pre Christmas bill 

once again featuring Jackie Pallo, this 

time against Ed Wensor. Pallo was giving 

a fair amount of weight away in that one 

before nipping off for the Panto season. 

Adrian Street and Bobby Barnes, as 

Hell’s Angels, remained great crowd-

pullers … and, boy, did the Wirrina crowd 

love to hate them. 

The ‘Real’ Golden Days were drawing to 

an end … and Dale Martin went monthly 

instead of fortnightly, and the local paper 

saw that as a significant draw-back. But let’s not dwell on 

dwindling crowds and TV over-exposure. Let’s celebrate the 

preceding years … 



 

 

 

 



24 Here’s to the Halls ….and the Mighty Indies … 

In this Fen series and the Wisbech Chronicles, we’ve been to Indy strongholds like 

Wisbech Corn Exchange, Wisbech Tower Hall, The Wisbech Hudson Sports Centre, 

Wisbech Empire Theatre, Marcam Hall in March, March Palace Hall, Kings Lynn 

Walks Stadium, Kings Lynn Corn Exchange, The Palace in Chatteris, Downham 

Market Town Hall, Fakenham Corn Exchange, Diss Corn Exchange, Brandon 

Cinema, Queen’s Hall in Watton, Swaffham Assembly Rooms, Holbeach WI Hall, 

Whittlesey Gliderdrome, Donington Dial Hall, Dereham Sunshine Rooms, Fakenham 

Corn Hall, Kettering Windmill Club, Peterborough Old Showground, Peterborough’s 

Palais & Drill Hall and Joint’s heartland like the Wirrina and Spalding Savoy Theatre.  

We’ll finish, though, with a selection of DMP bills from across the region (and slightly 

beyond) in towns that we haven’t yet visited. These also deserve not to be forgotten. 

So … here’s to : Northampton Drill Hall, Rushden Windmill Club, Corby Civic Centre, 

Littleport’s Regal Cinema and Ramsey 

Gaiety Ballroom. Hope you enjoyed the ride! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


